THE  SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

the same as in mid-India.1 They were, therefore,
an Indian race. He further describes the religion
of Buddha as very flourishing/ and mentions that
Sakya visited this country, to ctmvert a wicked
Naga.3

The pilgrim also says that the Nagas of the
Tsung-ling mountains (Hindu Rush), when evil-
disposed, spit poison, winds, rain and snow, etc.*
He notes, too, that in Udyana a stranger was en-
tertained for three days and was then " requested
to find a place for himself." This is a Rajput
custom, which is referred to by Quintus Curtius
in his account of the entertainment of Alexander
by Taxiles/ and which exists to this day.

Sung Yun, another pilgrim, entered Udyana
about A.D. 518 by way of the Kashkara (Chitral)
valley. He records that the king of the country
was then a Buddhist, who observed a vegetable
diet, and that Buddhism was flourishing.6

This pilgrim mentions a regular system of
irrigation from the rivers,7 which indicates a con-
siderable degree of civilization. He also describes
a Naga temple, which was served by fifty priests
or more, and says that the king propitiates the

1 " Buddhist Records," Beal, xxxi.

a Ib. xxx.           3 Ib. xxxi.           4 Ib. xxix.

8 Quintus Curtius, viii. 12.

a " Buddhist Records," W. World, xciii.          7  Ib. xciv.
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